
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Principals’ News 
 
We would like to thank all those who planned a fun and 

successful PTA Halloween Party on November 1st.  The 

support of our community for this event was tremendous and a 

wonderful time was had by all!       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fairview will host its fall conference day on November 6th 

from 12-8 pm.  We look forward to this opportunity for you to 

discuss your child’s progress with their teacher(s) thus far in 

the school year.  Here are some tips that will be useful to 

parents when meeting with the teacher at our  

Parent/Teacher Conferences:  

 

 Be on time. Many parents are scheduled to meet with 

the teacher in a short period of time. 

 Be prepared. Organize a list of questions you  

might want to ask. 

 Go into the conference with an open mind.  

 Be willing to discuss your concerns. Any  

problems that exist can only be resolved when  

they are dealt with openly. 

 If you don’t understand, ask. Listen. The  

person facing you wants the best for your child  

too. 

 Feel free to take notes. This will help in any  

misunderstanding that might arise. 

 Deal with the facts, not what you might have  

heard. Remember, the number one goal of a  

parent/teacher conference is to increase your  

child’s success in school. 

  

 

Fairview Launches Data Dashboards 

Fairview is integrating a new source of information onto our 

website, a Data Dashboard.  Located at 

http://www.fairview.k12.il.us/board_of_ed/fairview_data_dash

boards, the link has three categories of information.  Visitors 

will find educational data concerning ISAT performance and 

extracurricular club participation.  In the area of demographics, 

there is current faculty and class size trends.  Finally, there is a 

section on district finances.  Several graphs talk about revenues 

and expenditures from the recent past.  The Data Dashboard 

platform will be dynamic in nature, check back for new items 

in the coming months. 

 

Creating Thanksgiving Traditions 
By: Alaina Sullivan 

Thanksgiving is a time when families get together to share a 

meal and take time to be thankful for everyone in their lives. As 

parents, we know all too well that sharing that meal comes with 

a great deal of preparation, not to mention an even greater 

amount of stress. Add children running around the house to the 

mix and you have a recipe for chaos. 

This year, get your children involved with preparing the 

Thanksgiving dinner and make the experience not only more 

meaningful for you as a family, but also a lot less stressful for 

you in the kitchen. Here are 16 ways to involve kids of all 

ages. 

 

 

 

 

By setting high expectations, teaching to the needs of 

learners, and embracing the richness of our cultural 

diversity, Fairview School District 72 creates a strong 

foundation for academic excellence and personal 

growth. 
-Fairview Mission Statement 

Fairview School District 72 
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Ages 5 and Under 

Here's how even the littlest of kids can help with the 

celebration. 

1. Try a New Variation on the Wishbone 
"We use a Hershey's chocolate kiss and hide it 

somewhere among the meal," says Chelsea Duggan, 

director of Milestar Babies. "The person who ends up 

with it on their plate gets a special wish." 

2. Read at the Table 
Duggan recommends reading the book 

"Stone Soup" and encouraging each child to bring an 

ingredient to the table as a way to showcase how 

important everyone's role is in the meal. 

3. Make Kids Feel Valuable 
Don't give kids busy work. Make them feel as if 

they're really helping in the kitchen.  "The younger set 

can also mash potatoes, tear lettuce, wash just about 

anything in the sink with a colander," says 

Meghan Leahy of Positively Parenting. 

4. Prepare the Table 
Planning the meal is not the only way to get children 

involved in preparation. Leahy suggests asking them 

to prepare the table. "Have them collect outside nature 

items to help spruce up the table, create little hand 

turkeys as seating cards, create placemats or create 

decorations for the house." 

Ages 6 Through 9 

Try these activities for slightly older kids. 

5. Mix it up 
Don't just stick with the normal ingredients. Parenting 

expert David Bakke recommends that you "Encourage 

your children to come up with alterations to recipes 

and use their creativity. Instead of the normal topping 

for sweet potato casserole, create a corn flake/pecan 

mixture or use chocolate chips. Top your mashed 

potatoes with melted cheese. The possibilities are 

endless." 

6. Make it a Contest  
Have a family contest to see who can earn the title of 

fastest roll maker. 

7. Have Musical Place Settings 
We all tend to sit at the same seat for most meals or 

by the same people. Have the children come up with a 

dinner seating chart. Mix it up by having different 

relatives with different ages sit next to each other.  At 

the dessert course, have everyone switch seats. 

8. Kabob it up 
Make the Thanksgiving dinner more kid-friendly by 

creating kabobs of various dinner items. Duggan 

suggests making one with a small piece of turkey, 

green bean, roll and cranberry all threaded together. 

Ages 10 Through 12 

Be inspired by these easy tasks. 

9. Plan Ahead 
"The best way to get children involved in helping with 

dinner and encourage their feelings in gratitude is to 

involve them months earlier in the planting of foods 

to be made into special Thanksgiving dishes," says 

Ilene Barth, creative director of the family-oriented 

book publisher Red Rock Press. Barth also suggests 

bringing your children with you when purchasing the 

food, preferably at a local farmer's market or farm 

stand. 

10. Hold a Scavenger Hunt 
"Place all of the ingredients you need, plus some you 

don't on the table," suggests Duggan. Encourage the 

kids to read the recipe and gather exactly the right 

ingredients." 

11. Stage Dinner Theater 

Thanksgiving dinner is not limited to food alone. 

Have your children tell the story of Thanksgiving in 

their own words or even have them act it out in a play. 

A little dinner theater goes perfectly with any meal! 

12. Try Something New 
Discover new recipes. Barth recommends the "White 

House Garden Cookbook" for family-friendly recipes, 

including white house honey cupcakes and baby 

carrots with orange juice and cinnamon. 

Ages 13 and Older 

Give older kids more responsibility. 

13. Put Kids in Charge 
Give them the task of setting the turkey timer and 

telling you when it's time for basting. Let them come 

up with a side dish or supervise the younger children. 

14. Make it a Business 
Duggan suggests inspiring kids' entrepreneurial spirit 

by having them plan the Thanksgiving meal as if they 

owned a catering company. What recipes would they 

make? What are the most efficient ways to set the 

table with the least amount of work? Have them come 

up with their own name for their company and pay 

them with dessert or a few chocolate coins. 

15. Toss in Salad Themes 
Duggan suggests having each child come up with a 

https://milestarbabies.com/
https://care-com.kapost.com/posts/positvelyparenting.com
http://www.redrockpress.com/


salad "theme" for the main meal. Write down what 

ingredients to use and how they plan to go about 

creating their "theme." 

16. Create an Ambiance 
Ask your child to come up with ideas for music, 

decorations and color schemes for the table that create 

a fun and enjoyable meal. 

The possibilities are endless. Taking that extra time to include 

your children in preparing the Thanksgiving meal will not only 

make the day that much less stressful but will create memories 

both you and your children will treasure forever. 

 

Kids and Technology 
Middle school parents were reminded to regularly check-in on 

their child’s social media interactions in an earlier 

communication.  In addition to that continuing recommendation, 

you are encouraged to check the browsing history for each web 

browser installed on your home 

computer(s).  Maintaining this level 

of supervision over your child’s 

computing is a way to keep them safe and 

their interactions appropriate while working on-line.  Popular 

social media websites include Vine (vine.com), Instagram 

(instagram.com), and Snapchat (www.snapchat.com).  It is also 

important to consider that many of these sites have age 

minimums; your child might be too young to have an account 

per the guidelines of the website.   For more resources, consult 

http://www.commonsensemedia.org/. 

 

At the State of the School hosted by the Board of Education on 

October 28th, the issue of screen time with electronic forms of 

media was raised.  With the prevalence of web-based social 

outlets, along with more computing time at school, parents are 

cautioned to gauge the amount of time students spend with 

electronics.  The following article talks about different types of 

screen time.  The article can be found at: 

http://www.npr.org/blogs/ed/2014/09/30/351521488/kids-
and-screen-time-cutting-through-the-static 
 

At school, the computer is often a tool used in conjunction 

with other forms of whole and small group learning 

experiences where students are interacting face-to-face as well 

as online.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Winter Weather Updates 
 

Finally, with winter weather approaching, Fairview will use 

several electronic means to notify the community of school 

closures should the weather dictate.  Sources will include mass 

phone communications, Twitter, and postings on the Fairview 

website  (www.fairview.k12.il.us)  

and Emergency Closing Center 

(http://www.emergencyclosingcenter.com). 

 

We wish each Fairview family a Happy Thanksgiving! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

David L. Russo   Francisco Perez 

David Russo    Francisco Perez 

5-8 Principal   K-4 Principal 
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